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CHAPTER 5 



Verb Morphology 



1. introduction 

1.1. In Hurle each verb has three modes: imperfect, 
perfect, and subjunctive. These are the key to the 
entire verb system. The other margins — reciprocal, 
passive, directional, and undergoer — are built on these 

three modes. 



Imperfect Mode; 



action presently going on 



kajm naana 



1 1 am asking 1 



Perfect Mode: 



action complete 



kijina naana 



I .asked' 



Subjunctive Mode: 



karoo*o kijin 



a subordinate form which only 
follows another verb 

'I want to ask 1 



1.2. Seven persons can be marked in each mode: 

1st person singular 
2nd person singular 
5rd person singular 



1st person plural inclusive 
1st person plural exclusive 
2nd person plural 
3rd person plural 
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Gender is not indicated in the verbs. 

1.5- r She stem of each verb is the 2nd person singular 
sub junctive*. which is the same as the singular imperative 
Torn;. All verb Torus are built on this stem, 

2. Verb Core 

2 # 1. The verb forms within the three active modes com- 
prise the verb core because they are the minimal forms 
which can stand alone. Included within this verb core 
are person, mode marker, nucleus, and number. 



verb core = + Mar 1 &-y> 



4- Mar 



Per l>pcr of subj Mode 



mode marker 



r;uc 



Action 



verb stem -f- Mar 



Num 



num marker -f Mar 



N 



num of subj Per 



per marker 



>per of subj 



2.2. General Rules for the Tnree Active Modes 

2.2,1* The following 2 paradigms, jin 'ask f 5 and toot 

1 climb 1 will serve as a reference for the following rules* 







Imperfect 


Perfect 


Subjunctive 


Sing 










1st 




kajin 


kijina 


kijin 


2nd 




ajin 


ijinu 


Gin 


3rd 




ajin 


ijin(un) 


kijin 


Plural 










1st 


in 


kajin 


kijinit 


kijinit 


1st 


ex 


kajinna 


kij inta 


kijinta 


2nd 




ajinnu 


ijintu 


ijinit 


3rd 




ajin 


ijinit 


kijinit 


Sing 
1st 




katoodi 


kotooda 


kotoot 


2nd 




atoodi 


otoodu 


toot 


3rd 




atoot 


otoot (un) 


kotoot 


Plural 
1st 


in 


katoot 


kotoodit 


kotoodit 


1st 


ex 


katoodda 


; kotoodda 


kotoodda 


2nd 

3rd 




atooddu 

atoot 


otooddu 

otoodit 


otoodit 
kotoodit 
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The changes from /o/ to /o/ and /d/ to /t/ are 
morphophonemic changes • 3ee Chapter 2. 

2.2.2. lo^ before the mode marker is the sign for 1st 
person singular and plural. 

k- is also the 3rd person marker for both singular 
and plural. in the subjunctive mode, 

2.2.3* The mode marker for 1?he imperfect mode is the 
prefix a- . 

The mode marker for the perfect and subjunctive modes 
is the stem vowel occurring immediately before the stem. 

2.2.4. Reduplication of the final consonant of the stem 
is the sign of the 1st person plural exclusive and the 
2nd person plural in the imperfect mode. 

2*2.5. -it after the verb stem is the marker for plural 
in the perfect and subjunctive modes. The /i/ drops out 
when this suffix is followed by another suffix, leaving 
-t as the plural marker. 

2.2.6. ^a is the marker for the 1st person plural ex- 
clusive in all three modes. 

-a is also the marker for tne 1st person singular 
in the perfect mode. 

2.2.7. zH is the marker for the 2nd person plural in both 
the imperfect and perfect moaes. 

-u is also the marker for 2nd person singular in the 
per x ecu mode. 

2.2.S. Because some prefixes ana suffixes can mark dif- 
ferent things, a number of homophonous forms occur in a 

paradigm. 

a. The 3rd person imperfect is the same form in both 
the singular and the plural. The 2nd person sin b ular is 
also the same if the verb stem does not end in a stop. 
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b. The 1st person singular and the 3rd person sing- 
ular are the s:u:ic in the subjunctive mode, 

c. The 1st person plural exclusive is the same in 
both the perfect and subjunctive modes. 

d. The 3rd person plural perfect and the 2nd person 
plural subjunctive are the same. 

e. The 1st person plural inclusive is the same in 
both the perfect and the subjunctive, and the 3rd person 
plural in the subjunctive is also the sarae. 

2.3. The Imperfect Mode 

2.3.1* -be sign of the imperfect mode is the prefix a^ 
immediately before the verb stem. 

2.5.2. The 1st person singular imperfect is marked by a 
k- before the imperfect marker a^. When the verb stem 
ends in a stop, the suffix ^ is added following the stem. 



1st per sing imp-> llar 

1st Per 

+• liar <r^> 



&-y + i-lar 



Sin; 



N 



final stop 



Imp 



<&-> + Hue 



Action 



verb stem 



kajin 

k a jin ■ 
Per Mode Action 
1st imp ask 
1 1- am asking 1 



katoodi 

k a tood i 
Per I lode Action Hum 
1st imp climb sing 
f I am climbing" 



2. 3*5. In the second person singular imperfect , the per- 
son is unmarked before the imperfect marker a^. If the 
final consonant of the verb stem ends in a stop, then ~L 
is added after the stem. 



2nd per sins imp = -(-Mar 


4r> 


+ IIUC 


verb stem 


+ i-iar 


imp 
<i> 




Action 




Gin- 


^final stop 
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a]in 




a 


jin 


Mode 


Action 


inna 


ask 



t-r 



you are asking 1 



atoodi 

a tood i 

Mode Action Kum 

imp climb 

'you are climbing 1 



sing 



2.3.4*. The 3rd person singular imperfect is -unmarked 
before the mode marker a^. It is exactly like the 2nd 
person singular in the imperfect mode except that it does 
not take a number suffix even after a stop* 



3rd per sing imp- 4- Mar 



Imp 



<k-> + Kuc 



a a in 
Mode Action 
imp ask 
"he is asking' 



verb stem 



Action 

atoot 

a toot 
Mode Action 
imp climb 
'he is climbing' 



2.3.5. The 1st person plural inclusive imperfect is 
marked by the prefix k> before the imperfect mode marker 
a- . It is therefore often the same as the 1st person 
singular, except that it does not take a suffix if the 
verb stem ends in a stop. 



1st per pi incl imp- + Mar 

1st Per 



+ Nuc 



Action 



verb stem 



<&£> 4- Mar 



Imp 



4£. 



kajin 




katoot 




k a 


3 in 


k 


a 


toot 


Per Mode 


Action 


Per 


Mode 


Action 


1st imp 


ask 


1st 


imp 


climb 


f we all are asking' 


1 we 


all are 


climDi 



2. 3.6. The 1st person plural exclusive imperfect is 
marked by the prefix k^ before the imperfect marker a-* 
At the end of the word there is a reduplication of the 
final stem consonant; plus -a. 
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1st per pi excl imp- -f Har 

1st Per 



Q=l + Har |<a-> 



+ ^ uc 



Action 

+ liar 



verb stem 4- liar 



PI 



imp 
reduT) of final cons 



1st Per -;]x 



£§2 



Kajinna katoodda 

k a jin n a k a tood d a 

Per Mode Action Hum Per Per Mode Action Num Per 

1st Imp ask pi 1st 1st Imp climb pi 1st ex 

ex 

! V/e are asking. 1 'Ve are climbing* 1 

2.J.7. The 2nd person plural imperfect is marked by the 
lack of a phoneme before the imperfect marker a^ and a 
reduplication of the final consonant of the stem plus -u. 



2nd per pi imp = + Mar 

Imp 



<a-^> 4- Hue [verb stem 
Action 



+ Mar 



PI 



redup of final cons + Mar 



2nd Per 



£a& 



ajmnu 

a 3 in n u 
Mode Action Hum Per 
imp ask pi 2nd 
'you all are asking 1 



atooddu 

a tood d u 
Mode Action Num Per 
imp climb pi 2nd 
'you all are climbing 1 



The reduplication of the final consonant of the 
verb stem in 1st person plural exclusive and 2nd person 
plural imperfect has some exceptions. 

a. When the verb stem ends in either /m/ or A)/» 

the following letter becomes /ny/. 



mm 

'be able' 



kaniranya 

'v/e are able 1 



dot) 

'carry 1 



kadorjnya 

'v/e are carrying 1 
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b. V/hen the verb stem ends with either /b/ or /g/, 
the following phoneme becomes /j/. 

keep kake^bja 

'read 1 'we are reading 1 

nyoolc kanyoogja 

'close 1 'we are closing 1 

c. When the verb stem ends in ari/r/, the follow- 
ing phoneme becomes /n/» 

tarar kararna 

•laugh' 'we are laughing 1 

There are several other exceptions v/here /n/ is 
added rather than a reduplication of the consonant, 
but these are rare and unpredictable. 

d* When the verb stem ends in a vowel, then /n/ 
or /y/ is added before the final person suffix, /n/ 
is the phoneme most commonly used in this position^but 
there is no way of predicting which one will be used in 
a given verb, 

mad a kamadana 

'find 1 'we are finding 1 

kavo kavoya 

'we are all going 1 'v/e are going' 

2.3.3. The 3rd person plural imperfect is marked only 
by the imperfect marker a^ before the stem. This form 
is identical with the 3rd person singular. 



3rd per pi imp = + Har 

Imp 



<q^> +- Hue 

Action 



verb stem 
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a jin 
i.ode Action 
imp ask 
'they are asking 1 



atoot 

a toot 

Mode Action 

imp climb 

'they are climbing 1 



2.4. The Perfect Mode * 

2.4.1. The sign of the perfect mode is a reduplication 
of the vowel of the verb stem immediately before the stem. 



2.4.2. The 1st person singular perfect is marked by a 

k> before the perfect marker and an ^a following the stem. 



1st per sing perf = + Mar i 

1st Per 



+ Nuc 



Action 



verb stem + Mar 



^gy + Mar jredup of stem vowel 

Peril " 



1st Per 



ldjDLna 

k i jin a 
Per Mode Action Per 
1st perf ask 1st 
•I asked 1 



kotooda 

k o tood a 
Per Mode Action Per 
1st perf climb 1st 
'I climbed 1 



2.4.3. The 2nd person singular perfect is marked by the 
lack of a prefix before the perfect marker and a ^u fol- 



lowing the stem. 



2nd per sing perf = +- Mar 
+ Hue 



Action 



Perf 
verb stem + Mar 



redup of stem vowel 



2nd Per 



&> 






lQinu 

i j in u 
i.ode Action Per 
perf ask 2nd 
•you asked 1 



otoodu 

o tood u 
Mode Action Per 
perf climb 2nd 
'you climbed 1 
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2 •4. 4, The 3rd person singular perfect has no prefix 
before the perfect marker and usually no suffix after 
the stem* There is an alternate form v/hich adds an -un 
suffix after the stem. 



3rd per sing perf = + Mar 

Perf 



redup of stem vowel 



+Nuc 



Action 



verb stem 4- Mar 



3rd Per 



iS£k> 



ijin ~" ijinun 


otoot ^ otoodun 


i 3 in (un) 


o toot (un) 


Mode Action Per 


Mode Action Per 


perf ask pvd 


perf climb 3rd 


'he asked 1 


•he climbed 1 



2.4.3. 'Jke 1st person plural inclusive perfect is marked 
by k- before the perfect marker and the suffix -it after 
the stem. 



1st per pi incl perf = 4- Mar 



■ Mar 



Perf 



1st Per 
redup of stem vowel +-Nuc_ 



M> 



X 



Action 



verb stem + Har 



PI 



J&&. 



kijinit 

k i jin it 
Per Mode Action Num 
1st perf ask pi 
'we all asked 1 



kotoodit 
k o 
Per Mode 
1st perf 



tood it 
Action Num 
climb pi 



'we all climbed 1 



2.4.6. The 1st person plural exclusive perfect is marked 
by the prefix k^ before the perfect marker and the -it 
suffix plus the ^ suffix after the stem. When the 
suffix -it is followed by another suffix, the /i/ drops 
out so the surface form becomes -t . 



1st per pi excl perf-t Har 
f-IIuc 



<!-) + Har 



erf 



Action 



1st Per 

verb stem + liar| <rO f Mar 

1-1 1st Per Ex 



reduD of stem vowel 



4*z> 
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kijinta kotoodda 

k i 3 in t a k o tood d a 

Per I;ode Action Hum Per Per Mode Action Hum Per 

1st perf ask pi 1st 1st perf climb pi 1st 

'we asked 1 e * 'we climbed 1 ex 

There are some exceptions where the plural is not 
marked by -t . 

a. When the verb stem ends in a /d/, then the follow- 
ing /t/ also becomes a /&/) as in kotoodda , 

b. V/hen the verb stem ends in a vowel, then the /t/ 
is replaced by a /w/ or /y/. 

mada karaadawa 

f find f f v/e found 1 

no kunuya 

1 follow f • we followed f 

c. V/hen the verb stem ends in a /ny/, the /t/ 
changes to /c/. 

teny ketenyca 

1 build 1 'we built 1 

The above three morphophonemic adjustments also 
occur in t'\e 2nd person plural in the perfect mode. 

2.4,7. The 2nd person plural perfect is marked by the 
perfect marker and the suffixes -it an^i ^u after the 
stem. Again the /i/ drops out of the suffix -it , so the 
actual surface form becomes -t . 



2nd per pi perf - -f Mar 



Perf 
+ Hue 



redup of stem vowel 



Action 



verb stem + Mar| <rt) + Har I ru) 

PI I 2nd Perl 
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ijintu 

i jin t u 
Hode Action Hum Per 
perf ask pi 2nd 
•you all asked 1 



otooddu 

o tood d u 
Hode Action Hum Per 
perf climb pi 2nd 
'you all climbed 1 



2.4.3. The 3rd person plural perfect is marked by the 
perfect marker before the stem, and the suffix -it 
after the stem. 



3rd per pi perf » + liar I redup of s tem vowel 

Perf I " 



ITuc 


verb stem + Mar 


Action 


PI 


ijinit 


i j in it 


Mode Action Hum 


perf ask pi 


f tl 


aey asked 1 



Ml 



otoodit 

o tood it 
Hode Action Num 
perf climb pi 
f they climbed 1 



2.5. The Subjunctive Mode. 



2.5.1. The sign of the subjunctive mode is a reduplica- 
tion of the stem vowel immediately before the stem. 

2.5.2. The 1st person singular subjunctive is marked by 
a k- preceding the subjunctive marker. 



1st per sing subjc = +• Mar 



&> 



1st Per 

-f ilar (redup of stem vowel +■ Nuc 
Subjcj Action 



verb stem 



karoo "0 kijin 
k i jin 
Per Mode Action 
1st subjc ask 
f I want to ask 1 



karoorj kotoot 
k o toot 
Per Mode Action 
Is* subjc climb 
'I went to climb' 
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It is necessary to use karoon 'want 1 in the above 
examples} since subjunctive only occurs in a subordinate 
position. 



O n; v; 



. 5»3» The 2nd person singular subjunctive does not 
have an overt node marker, so the surface form is the 
stem standing alone. As before mentioned^ this is also 
the singular imperative form. 



2nd per sing subjc- +- Mar 



Subjc 



-2 + Huc [verb stem 



Action I 



arooij jm 

jin 

Action 

ask 

! you want to ask 1 



arooiD toot 

toot 

Action 

climb 

f you want to climb 1 



2.5»4. The 3rd person singular subjunctive is marked 
by k- before the subjunctive marker. It is exactly 
the same form as the 1st person singular subjunctive. 



3rd per sing sub jc = + Mar 



<0 



z. 



3rd i j er 

+ Har j redup of stem vowel + Hue 
Subjc) 



Action 



verb stem 



aroorj kijin ; 
k i jin 
Per Mode Action 
3rd subjc ask 
•he wants to ask 1 



arooiD kotoot 
k o toot 
Per Mode Action 
3rd subjc climb 
'he wants to climb 1 



2.5.5. 'i'he 1st person plural inclusive subjunctive is 
marked by the prefix k^ preceding the subjunctive marker, 
and the suffix -it following the stem. 



1st per pi incl subjc = + war 

1st Peri 



<k=2 



Gub jc 



redup of stem vowel + Nuc Iverb stem -t- Harl <rit/ 

Action I PI I 
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karoos kijinit 
k i jin it 
Per Mode Action Hum 
1st subjc ask pi 
■we all want to ask 1 



karoo XI kotoodit 
k o tood it 
Per Mode Action Hum 
1st sub jc climb pi 
■we all want to climb 1 



2.5.6. The 1st person plural exclusive subjunctive is 
marked by the prefix k^ before the subjunctive marker, 
and by the suffixes -it and ^a following the stem. As 
before, the /i/ drops out. 



1st per pi excl subjc=-j_ Mar 



<& 



\ 



1st Per 

-h Mar jredup of stem vowel -i- Hue J verb stem + HarJ^t/ 
SubjcJ Action! 



PI 



•f Mar 



1st Per Ex 



karoo^nya kijinta karoovjnya kotoodda 
k i 3 in % a k o tood d a 
Per Mode Action Hum Per Per Mode Action Hum Per 
1st subjc ask pi 1st 1st subjc climb pi 1st 
! we want to ask 1 feX 'we want to climb 1 e * 

2.5.7. The 2nd person plural subjunctive is marked by 
the subjunctive marker, and the suffix -it following the 
stem. 



2nd t>er pi subjc~ +- Mar 

Subjc 

verb stem + Mar 



redup of stem vowel 



-(-Hue 



Action 



PI 



^it N 



z. 



aroorjnyu ijinit 
i 3 in it 
Mode Action Hum 
subjc ask pi 
'you all want to ask* 



aroovjnyu otoodit 
o tood it 
Mode Action Hum 
subjc climb pi 
'you all want to climb 1 
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2. 5* 8, The 3rd person plural subjunctive is marked by 
k- preceding the subjunctive marker, and the suffix -it 
following the stem. 



3rd per pi subjc= + Mar 






3rd Per 

-f ilar | redup of stem vowel + Nuc j 
Subjcj Action I 



I verb stem + Mar 



PI 



a& 



arooT)- kijinit 
k i jin it 
Per Mode Action Num 
3rd subjc ask pi 
'they want to ask 1 



arooiD kotoodit 
k o tood it 
Per Mode Action Hum 
3rd subjc climb pi 
'they want to climb 1 



2.S. See Table 1 on the following page which is a chart 
of verbs in all three modes* 

2.7» Irregularities 

2.7»1. Most verbs follow the system given in the preced- 
ing pages. Altogether about 2/3 of the verbs have stems 
ending in a consonant and these are generally the most 
regular, consistently following the normal rules. 

2.7.2. Verbs which have a stem ending in a vowel are 
more inconsistent^ since morphophonemic adjustments must 
be made in order to ^attach the suffixes. Even these 
are usually consistent with the rules except for one or 
two forms. 



2.7.3. Some verbs have different stems in the singular 
and plural. However, the prefixes and suffixes usually 
remain consistent with the preceding rules. 



kako 

f I K0 1 



kavo 
•we go 1 
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2.7»4. There are some verbs where the imperative form 
(2nd person subjunctive) is not the stem used in the 
rest of the paradigm. These only involve a few com- 
monly used verbs, 

ija kakun 

'come 1 "I come 1 

bito kako 

•go 1 'I go 1 

2.7,5» Verb stems beginning with a /t/ can do one of 
two things: the stem can remain consistent throughout 
the paradigm^ or it can metathesize in the imperfect, 
VJlien metathesis occurs^ the imperfect marker becomes a 
reduplication of the stem vowel, rather than the normal 
imperfect marker a^. The following verbs are examples 
of metathesis, 

teny kenyeti 

1 build' f I build 1 

tur kuruti 

•pound 1 ! I pound 1 

3 ♦ Margins 

3.1, The following formula shows all the possible margins 
"which can occur on a verb core. 



expanded verb = + Nuc 



verb core +• Marl rec marker 



Action 
■f l'Iar J pass marker + Mar 



Pass) Direc 

•f- Har lintr marker 
Intr 



Rec 

direc marker 4- Mar I per marker 

Und| per of object 



The only two margins which can co-occur are direction- 



al and undergoer. 
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3. 2. Reciprocal 

3.2.1. The reciprocal is used in verbs in which the sub- 
jects do the action to each other, e.g. 'they talk with 
each other 1 , 'we fight v/ith each other' , 'you all argue 
v/ith each other 1 . Reciprocal can also indicate doing 
things together , e.g. 'we cook together' , 'they pound 
grain together 1 . 

3.2.2. Since there must be two or more participants in 
the reciprocal, it can occur only in the plural forms. 

3.2.3. The reciprocal occurs in all three modes and is 
formed by .adding the reciprocal marker ^o. In the im- 
perfect mode* this reciprocal marker occurs immediately 
following the verb stem. In the perfect and subjunctive 
modes$ the reciprocal marker followsr the number marker. 
The reciprocal marker ^so xri.ll change to an ^o when fol- 
lowed by another suf f ix, in order to agree v/ith its en- 
vironment. 

3.2.4. Reciprocal Forms 

Imperfect Mode 

1st per pi incl—kada'oo 

'we are all arguing with each other 1 

1st per pi excl = kadariona 

■we are arguing v/ith each other 1 

2nd per pi - adarjonu 

'you all are arguing with each other 1 

3rd per pi = adaiDo 

'they are arguing with each other 1 

kada'tfona 

k a da-Q ' o n a 

Per Mode Action ' Itec Hum Per 
1st imp arrrue rec pi 1st o:c 
"v/cj are ar.^uinn: with each other 1 
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Perfect Mode 

1st per pi incl — kadagto 

'we all argued with each other 1 
1st per pi excl= kadarjtowa 

'we argued with each other 1 
2nd per pi = adaiQtowu 

f y° u a H argued with each other 1 
3rd per pi = adaxito 

r they argued with each other 1 

adarjtowu 

a dai3 t o wu 

Mode Action Hum Rec Per 

perf argue pi rec 2nd 

'you all argued with each other 1 

Subjunctive Mode 

1st per pi incl = kada*oto 

1 we all (v/ant to) argue with each other f 
1st per pi excl — kadarjtowa 

'we^want to) argue with each other 1 
2nd per pi — ada*oto 

f you all (want to) argue with each other 1 
3rd per pi — kada^to 

'they (want to) argue with each other 1 ■ 

kadarjto 

k a darj t o 

Per Mode Action Hum Rec 

3rd subje argue pi rec 

'they (want to) argue v/ith each other* 

3«3» Passive 

3.3.I. The passive margin o'ccurs when the subject of the 
clause is acted upon or receives the action. 
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3.3.2. The passive is marked by the suffix ^e. In 
the singular,, the passive marker occurs immediately after 
the verb stem in all three modes. It also follows the 
stem in the imperfect plural, However, in the perfect 
and subjunctive plural, the passive marker follows the 
number marker. The ; passive marker ^z will change to 
-e when followed by another suf f ix > in order to agree 
with its environment. 

3»3»3» Passive Forms 

Imperfect Mode 

1st per sing = kajine 

'I am being asked 1 
2nd per sing = ajine 

'you are being asked 1 
3rd per sing = ajine 

f he is being asked 1 

1st per pi incl— kajine 

'we all are being asked 1 
1st per pi excl^kajinena 

r we are being asked 1 
2nd per pi = ajinenu 

'you all are being asked 1 
3rd per pi = ajine 

f they are being asked 1 

kajinena 

k a jin e n a 

Per Mode Action Pass Hum Per 

1st imp ask pass pi 1st excl 

f we are being asked 1 
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Perfect Mode 

lot per sing =kL;jine 

f C was asked 1 
2nd per sing -djins 

Vou were asked 1 
3rd per sing =ijine 

'ae v/as asked 1 

1st per pi incl = ltiLjinte 

'we all were asked 1 
1st per pi excl =kijintewa 

'we were asked 1 
2nd per pi =ijintewu 

'you all were asked 1 
3rd per pi =-ijinte 

'they were asked 1 

ijintewu 

i jin t e wu 
Ilode Action Hum Pass Per 
perf ask pi pass 2nd 
'you all were asked' 

Subjunctive Mode 

1st per sing , = kijine 

r J (want to) be asked 1 
2nd per sing ■=.- jine 

'you (want to) be asked' 
3rd per sing ■= kijine 

'he (wants to) be asked' 

1st per pi incl — kijinte 

'we all (y/ant to) be asked' 
1st per pi excl — kijintewa 

'we (want to'ybe asked 1 
2nd per pi ~ ijinte 

'you all (want to) be asked' 
3rd per pi = kijinte 

1 they (want to) be asked ' 
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ki.jinte 

k i jin t e 
Per Mode Action Hum Pass 
3rd subjc ask pi pass 
1 they (want to) be asked ' 

3 .4*. Directional 

3.4.1. The directional aspect is used when the action of 
the verb is directed to or for something. It is often 
equivalent to a verb followed by a preposition in English, 
The Murle language has few prepositions and the direct- 
ional marker therefore often fills the role of a prepo- 
sition in the Murle language. The directional suffix 

on the verb does not give an exact prepositional mean- 
ing, so the meaning must be gotten from the context of 
the clause in which it is used. 

3.4.2. The following examples will help to show how the 
directional aspect is used. 

acodek tuu 'he moves to the forest 1 

ayizek ay en •he pushes into the crack 1 

anawek azeen f he puts on the hand* 

jukek otok 'throw i nto the mouth 1 

buxiek yeelac f put on the dove 1 

aroorjak dayiin ! he searches for food 1 

eteedek goo f he cuts and puts on the fire 1 

'awozek goo ! he puts wood under the fire 1 

kuburjtek todo f we covered with earth V 

ajukei cabak liil 'you throw the net into the river* 

ateedekan 'it crosses in front of me 1 

kajinei galara 'I ask for a pen 

3.4.3. V/hen the directional suffix is used on the verb, 
then tjiere is no location suffix on the location word. 
If the location marker is used on the noma, then there 
is no directional marker on the verb. The use of the 
directional suffix is probably the more commonly used. 
See Chapter l V\ 5*6. 
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ajukek cabal: liil 'lie throws the net into the river' 
ajuk cabak liila 'he throws the net into the river 1 

3.4.4-. ?he directional is marked by the suffix -ek . 
In the singular r, the directional marker occurs immediately 
after the verb stem in all three modes* It also follows 
the stem in the imperfect plural. However, in the per- 
fect and subjunctive plural, the directional marker 
follows the number marker. The final /k/ of the direc- 
tional marker -ek is weak and will therefore drop out 
when f ollowed by another suf f ix ; leaving just ^e as the 
directional marker. 

3.4. 5» Directional Porms 

Imperfect 

1st per sing = kajmei 

'I am askingfor* 
2nd per sing = ajinei 

'you are asking for 1 
3rd per sing = ajinek 

'he is asking for 1 

1st per pi incl = kajinek 

'we all arjailagking'for 1 

1st per pi excl = kajinekka 

'we are asking for' 
.2nd per pi = ajinekku" 

'you all are asking for' 
3rd per pi = ajinek 

'they are asking for' 

kajinekka 

k a jin ek k a 

Per Mode Action Mr Kura Per 

1st imp ask for pi 1st excl 

'we are asking for' 
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Perfect 

1st per sing -kijineya 

f I asked for 1 
2nd per sing = i<jineyu 

'you asked for 1 
3rd per sing = ijineya 

•he asked for 1 

1st per pi incl =--kijintek 

'we all asked for 1 
1st per pi excl = ki;jintewa 

•we asked for 1 
2nd per pi — ijintewu 

'you all asked for 1 
3rd per pi ' = ijintek 

'they asked for' 

kijineya 

k i j in e (y) a 
Per Mode Action Dir Per 
1st perf ask for 1st 
1 1 asked for ' 

In the singular forms, the weak A/ drops out before 
the perfect person markers. A /y/ is then inserted to 
keep the vowels apart. 

In the plural, the /It/ is weak in the 1st person 
plural exclusive and the 2nd person plural. It drops 
out and is replaced by a /w/ to keep the vowels apart. 
These forms are identical with the passive in these two 
persons. Although the surface forms are identical, they 
have been formed by different raorphophoneraic processes. 

Subjunctive 

1st per sin:?; c=kijinek 

'I (want to) ask for' 

2nd per sins ™ jinek 

1 you (want to) ask for' 
3rd per sing = kijinek 

1 he (wants to) ask for 1 
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1st per pi incl —Idjintek 

'v/e all (want to) ask for 1 
1st per pi excl = kijintewa 

'we (want to) ask for 1 
2nd per pi = ijintek 

'you all (want to) ask for 1 
3rd per pi — kijintek 

'they (v/ant to) ask for 1 

kijintewa 

k i 3 in t e (w)a 

Per Mode Action Num Dir- Per 

1st subjc ask pi for 1st excl 

'we (want to) ask for 1 

Directional suffixes are net always regular. The 
most common forms are the ones above, but it is also 
possible to find -ai and -ak suffixes. These suffixes 
occur only on certain verbs. The following are a few 
examples. 

anyai 'you bring to 1 

arooijnak 'he searches for' 

odoraak 'he took to' 

avunak 'they cone to' 

kakunai 'I come to' 

T ./hen the -ak suffix is used, it alv/ays marks, direc- 
tional. However, the -ai suffix can also be an irreg- 
ular passive suffix, so the exact meaning must be gotten 
from the context in which it is used. 

3.5. 3ee Table 2 for verb chart on the following page. 

3.6. Undergoer 

3.5.1. There is a set of pronoun suffixes which in- 
dicate the object (undergoer) of the verb. These can 
follow either the verb core or the directional margin. 
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TA3LE 2 

Verb Chart 
j in 'ask 1 









IMPERFECT MODE 




Person 


Active 


Direc 


Rec 


Passive 


1st 


sins 


lea d in 


kadinei 




kajine 


2nd 


sing 


adin 


ajinei 




adine 


3rd 


sing 


adin 


ajinek 


— — — — - 


adine 


1st 


pi incl 


lea jj in 


kadinek 


kadino 


kadine 


1st 


pi excl 


kajinna 


kadinekka 


kajinona 


kajinena 


2nd 


pl 


ajinnu 


adinekku 


adinonu 


adinenu 


3rd 
Pers 


Pi 


ajin 


aginek 


ajino 


adine 


3 on 


Active 


PERFECT MODE 






Direc 


Rec 


Passive 


1st 


sing 


ki,iina 


kijineya 




kidine 


2nd 


sing 


ij inn 


idineyu 




idine 


3rd 


sing 


idin(un) 


idineya 




idine 


1st 


pi incl 


kidinit 


kidintek 


kid into 


kidinte 


1st 


pi esccl 


kidinta 


kidinte v/a 


kid into v/a 


kidintev;a 


2nd 


Pi 


idintu 


idintevm 


idintovm 


idintevm 


3rd 


Pi 


idinit 


ijintek 


id into 


i dints 


Per£ 






SUBJUNCTIVE I 


TODE 




> on 


^ Active 


Direc 


Rec 


Passive 


1st 


sing 


ki.jin 


kid in el: 




kidine 


2nd 


sing 


din 


dinek 





dine 


3rd 


sing 


kid in 


kidinek 




kidine 


. t 3 


pl incl 


kidinit 


kidintek 


kid into 


kidinte 


1st 


pi excl 


kidinta.; 


kidintev/a 


kidintov/a 


ki jint e v/a 


2nd 


pl 


idinit 


idintek 


id in to 


idinte 


3rd 


pl 


kidinit 


kidintek 


kid into 


kijinte 
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3 •0.2, 'fhe undergoes person markers are as follows. 



1st; per 


sing 


-an ™ -ai) 


•me 1 


2nd per 


sine 


-in 


•you 1 


1st per 


pi 




'us 1 


2nd per 


Pi 


-un -~ -ug 


'you all 



There are no undergoer person markers for 3rd person 
s insular or plural, 

3 •So* ■Examples 



core 




-an 


arulcan 


-in 


karukin 




aruket 


-un 


karukun 



'he beats me 1 

f I beat you 1 

'he beats us r 

'I beat all of you' 



Directional margin 



atoonekan 
katoonekin 
atooneket 
katoonekun 



'he sends me to' 



t v 



send you to 1 



'he sends us to' 

f I send all of you to 1 



3*7» Intransitive 



3»7»1» Most Ilurle verbs take the same form in both trans- 
itive and intransitive clauses. The verbs discussed up 
to now are all transitive in the imperfect, perfect, and 
subjunctive modes. Many verbs can be used only in the 
transitive, while other verbs take the same forms in both 
transitive and intransitive clauses. However, there are 
a number of verbs which take an intransitive marker. 
These are often the more commonly used verbs, like those 
for eating, drinking, cultivating, and fishing. When a 
clause contains an object, these verbs take the normal 
transitive form, but when there, is no object, then these 
verbs aid the intransitive marker. 
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3»7»2. The intransitive verb is formed by adding the 
intransitive marker after the stem in the iirmerfect 
singular and plural and in the subjunctive singular. 
The intransitive marker occurs after the number marker 
in the subjunctive plural. The intransitive marker 
does not occur in the perfect mode* 

3»7»3» The intransitive marker in the imperfect is a 
reduplication of the final consonant of the verb stem 
plus an /i/. When the stem ends in a /v/ or /r/* a 
/y/ is added instead of the reduplication. Gtems ending 
in /m/ or /n/ add a /ny/ before the /i/, following the 
normal morphophoneraic rules. 

1st per sins = keevyi 

! I am cultivating 
2nd per sing =esvyi 

'you are cultivating 1 
3rd per sing =resvyi 

! he is cultivating 1 

1st per pi incl— keevyi 

f we all are cultivating 1 
1st per pi e:ccl~keevyina 

'we are cultivating 1 
2nd per pi =eevyinu 

'you are cultivating 1 
3rd per pi =eevyi 

'they are cultivating' 

Iceevyina 

k e ev yi n a 
Per Mode Action Intr Hum Per 
1st imp cultivate intr pi 1st ex 
'we are cultivating' 

3.7»4. The intransitive is marked in the subjunctive by 

-o * The same norphophoner.iic rules apply as in the 
imperfect. 
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1st per siri'7 — kesvo 

1 I (want to) cultivate 1 
2nd per sins — £ vo 

1 you (want to) cultivate ' 
3rd per sing — ksevo 

1 he (wants to) cultivate ' 

1st per pi incl— keevto 

f we all (v/ant to) cultivate 1 
1st per pi excl=ksevtowa 

1 we (want to) cultivate * 
2nd per pi ~ esvto 

'you all (v/ant to) cultivate 1 
3rd per pi = keevbo 

•they (want to) cultivate 1 

kesvto 

k c sv to 
Per Mode Action Num Intr 
1st subjc cultivate pi intr 
! v/e all (want to) cultivate 1 

The subjunctive intransitive forms are sometimes 
identical with subjunctive reciprocal f orms, so the mean*- 
ins of the verb must be gotten from the context. 

3.7»5. Irregularities are common in the intransitive. 
In some verbs a different vowel suffix is used, and there 
are often morphophoneraic changes within the stem. 

4. Non-Predicative Verb Forms 

4.1. Kominalized Verb Forms 

4.1.1. There are several rules for nominalizing a verb. 

a. If the verb stem ends in a consonant, it usually 
adds the suffix -iin or -inst to form the singular noun. 
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verb 



noun 



pak 

1 judge f 



-> payiin 

1 judgment 1 



keep 
'read' 



~> keebinet 
'reading 1 



b. If the verb ends in a vowel or weak A/, the 
noun is usually formed by adding a ^z or -iz » 



verb 



noun 



amadi 


s 


madiz 


'it is sweet' 




1 sweetness 1 


H n nl** 


. . .> 


daayiz 


Vj.C\.O.X\. "^ ^ 


- 7 


'die' 




'death' 



c. To form the plural noun, the suffix -ok is 
added to the singular form* If the singular suffix 
-inet is used, the final /et/ drops off before adding 
the -ok suffix. 



singular 



plural 



payiin — 
' judgment ' 



-fr payiinok 
' judgments ' 



keebinet - 
'reading 1 



-> keebinok 
1 readings ' 



madiz 



1 sweetness 1 



-r madiz ok 

1 sweetnesses 1 



daayiz 
'death' 



-> daayiz ok 
'deaths' 
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4.2. Verbs as Adjectives 

4.2.1. There are actually very few true adjectives in 
the Hurle language. Host v/ords v;hich serve as adjectives 
are actually verbs v/hich are used as modifiers in the 
adjective slot. When a verb follows the noun and is 
introduced by a relator, it is always in the 3rd person 
imperfect^ and serves as an adjective modifying the noun. 

4.2.2. Examples 

Kamo or naana or o o t . 
I am sick I very 
'I am very sick 1 . 

ICacin naana est ci amoor. 
I see I man sick 
! Isee the sick mani 1 . 
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